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“Draft” Minutes of Parish Council Finance Meeting held on  
Tuesday 22nd June 2021 at 2.00pm at North Barrow Community Hall 

 

 
 

Councillors Present: 
 Jim Shannon (Chairman)  Martin Roberts (Vice-Chairman)   

 Norman Howard   Marie-Helene Robinson     
 

In attendance:  The Clerk. 
 
Public Session 
Public session to enable members of the public to make representations, answer questions and 
give evidence at a meeting which they are entitled to attend in respect of the business on the 
agenda, in accordance with Standing Order 3 (e).  Questions not answered at this meeting will be 
answered in writing to the person asking the question or may appear as an agenda item for the 
next meeting. Members of the public are asked to restrict their comments, and/or questions to 
three minutes, (at the Chairman’s discretion).   
No members of the public present. 
 
21/54.  Apologies for Absence and to consider the reasons given 
Council to receive apologies for absence and, if appropriate, to resolve to approve the reasons 
given. 
RESOLVED:  Apologies for absence were received and approved from Cllrs Mark Main, Ross 
Perkins, Vivien Stanley, Martin Trott and Andrew Wake. 
 
21/55.  Declarations of Interest 
Members to declare any interests they may have in agenda items that accord with the requirements 
of the Local Authority (Model Code of Conduct) Order 2007 SI No. 1159. 
(NB this does not preclude any later declarations).  
RESOLVED:  Cllr Roberts declared a personal and prejudicial interest as a member of Lovington 
Parochial Church Council (PCC), in the event the Council discussed Churchyard Maintenance 
grants at item 21/57. 
  
21/56.   Minutes 
To approve the Minutes of the informal consultative planning meeting held on Tuesday 15th June 
2021.  
RESOLVED:  The minutes were approved unanimously and signed. 
 
21/57.   Annual Receipts & Payments and Internal Auditor Report 2020/21. 
To agree the Annual Receipts and Payments accounts and receive the Annual Internal Audit Report 
for 2020/21. 

All Council Meetings are Open to Members of the Public and Press 
(Public Bodies [Admission to Meetings] Act 1960 

Please note that due to guidelines on Covid control certain protocols will be put in place for this meeting  
to protect everyone attending.   For more details contact the Clerk .      
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RESOLVED:  The Annual Receipts and Payment account was agreed.   
The Annual Internal Audit Report, carried out by Mr S Pritchard, was received with observations 
noted and agreed. There were two areas of particular note by the Auditor; churchyard maintenance 
grants and Community Infrastructure Levies (CIL)/S137 grants.  
Churchyard Maintenance Grants.  The Clerk previously circulated the National Association of Local 
Council’s (NALC) briefing sheet L01-18 – Financial Assistance the Church, to all councillors for 
consideration prior to the meeting.  There followed a full discussion on churchyard maintenance 
grants.  Councillors agreed that such payments help the four Church PCC's to maintain burial 
facilities for parishioners of all religions within the four parishes covered by the PC, failing which, 
such responsibility and cost would fall on the PC.  Hence community benefit and an overall cost 
saving is provided by the four Church PCC's providing such facilities with the assistance of the PC's 
annual grant.  Councillors also considered that a well maintained churchyard enhanced the visual 
amenity for its parishioners.   
RESOLVED:  Councillors, having weighed up the risks and benefits, agreed to continue to provide 
churchyard maintenance grants.  
CIL and S137 Grants.  The Clerk and councillors previously understood that CIL grants were 
approved under separate powers and not under the same powers as S137 grants, which are capped 
at £8.41 per electorate.  The total that Cary Moor PC could spend in 2020/21 using S137 powers 
was £4,019.98, which would rise slightly in FY 2021/22. Smaller parishes, such as the grouped 
parishes of Cary Moor, who have received a considerable level of development, thus triggering CIL, 
would be restricted to spend CIL within the required timescale.   
RESOLVED:  The Clerk advised that she had sought advice from South Somerset District Council’s 
(SSDC) CIL Officer. 
 
21/58.  Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement 2020/21. 
To consider and approve Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement 2020/21. 
RESOLVED:  The Annual Governance Statement was considered and approved. 
 
21/59.   Section 2 – Accounting Statements 2020/21. 
To consider and approve Section 2 – Accounting Statements 2020/21. 
RESOLVED:  The Accounting Statements were considered and approved.   
 
21/60.  Signing of the Annual Governance and Accounting Statements 2020/21. 
Following approval, Chairman and Clerk to sign the Annual Governance Statements and Chairman 
to sign the Accounting Statements for 2020/21.  
RESOLVED:  Following approval at items 21/58 and 21/59 the Chairman and Clerk signed the 
respective Governance and Accounting Statements.   
 
21/61.   To set the commencement date for the exercise of public rights 2020/21.  
Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) to set the date and publish with details of the arrangements for 
the exercise of public rights. 
RESOLVED:  The Clerk, as RFO, set the date for the exercise of public rights to commence on 1st 
July 2021 and end on 11th August 2021, which would be published on the parish website.   
 
21/62.   Certificate of Exemption from a Limited Assurance Review 2020/21. 
To consider if the Council meets the qualifying criteria to certify itself as exempt from a limited 
assurance review under section 9 of the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015, and 
completion of the certificate of exemption by Chairman and RFO. 
RESOLVED:  The PC confirmed that the statements applied and that neither income or expenditure 
exceeded £25,000.  The Certificate of Exemption was signed by the Clerk and Chairman.   
 
21/63.   Finance 

a. Balance of the Councils Bank Account & Bank reconciliation 



 

 

To report on Councils Bank Account. 
The Clerk previously circulated the PC Accounts.   
RESOLVED: The Accounts were agreed and the Chairman signed the bank reconciliation. 

b. Accounts for payment 
To review and approve a schedule of items of expenditure. 

Grant North Barrow PCC Churchyard maintenance grant (2yrs) £800.00 
Parish Council Websites hosting Jun 21 to Jun 22   £144.00 
Internal Auditor Fees – Mr S Pritchard, Local Council Services   £50.00 
Clerk’s Expenses Apr to Jun 21          £56.99 

RESOLVED: Approved. 
 
21/64.   Items for Report and Future Business 

a.  Cllr Howard wished to discuss and demonstrate the equipment required for the Strimmer 
Role, having recently been trained and informed that the role cannot encompass all four 
parishes.  
b. Cllr Robinson suggested that the Rights of Way Working Group could discuss the provision 
of a collection of circular walks within the four parishes, which would be published on the website 
and notice boards.  

 
Next meeting: informal consultative planning meeting to be held via Zoom on Tuesday 13th July 
2021 at 7.15pm. 
 
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2.55pm. 
 
 
 
Signed:  …………………………………………  Dated:  ……………………………… 
 
 


