
 

 

Cary Moor Parish Council 
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“Draft” Minutes of Cary Moor Annual Parish Council Meeting 
Held as a consultative virtual meeting via Zoom software on  

4th May 2021 commencing at 7.15pm and followed by the Annual Parishes and ordinary meetings. 
 

Councillors Present (remotely): 
  Jim Shannon (Chairman)  Martin Roberts (Vice-Chairman)   

  Norman Howard   Mark Main      
  Ross Perkins (telephone)  Marie-Helene Robinson    
  Vivien Stanley   Martin Trott      
  Andrew Wake  
 

In attendance (remotely):  C.Cllr Lewis, D.Cllr K Messenger, the Clerk and two members of the 
public. 
 
21/29.  Election of Chairman. 
To elect a new Chairman and receive his/her Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 
The outgoing Chairman, Cllr J Shannon, called for nominations. One nomination was received for 
Cllr Shannon, who was elected unanimously and signed his DAO for Chairman.     
RESOLVED: To appoint Cllr Jim Shannon.  
 
21/30.  Election of Vice Chairman. 
To elect new Vice Chairman and receive his/her Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 
The Chairman received one nomination for Cllr M Roberts who was elected unanimously. 
RESOLVED: To appoint Cllr Roberts as Vice Chairman. 
 
21/31.  Apologies for Absence and to consider the reasons given. 
Council to receive apologies for absence and, if appropriate, to resolve to approve the reasons 
given. 
RESOLVED:  None received.   
 
Report from County Councillor Lewis: 
Cllr Lewis gave a brief resume of Somerset County Council’s (SCC) Briefing for Annual Parish and 
Town Council meeting (Attachment 1).  Cllr Lewis left the meeting at 7.25pm.    
 
21/32.  Co-Option to fill vacancy on Parish Council.   
To consider applications received and conduct vote to fill casual vacancy on the Parish Council by 
co-option and receive Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 
RESOLVED:  As no application had been received to fill the vacancy following the resignation of 
Cllr D Harrison, PC representative for South Barrow, the vacancy would continue to be advertised.   
 
21/33. Election of Officers, Statutory and Standing Committees (if any), Working Groups 
(WG) and allocation of Parish Responsibilities to individual Councillors: 
RESOLVED:   

a. Personnel Committee:    
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RESOLVED:  Cllrs Trott, Perkins, Roberts and Shannon (Committee Chairman) agreed 
to be on the HR Committee.   

b. Dimmer Liaison WG: 
RESOLVED:  To remove the WG from the PC as the Dimmer Liaison Group was open to 
all residents and councillors who were interested.    

c. B3153 Traffic Management Joint WG: 
RESOLVED:  Cllrs Roberts and Shannon agreed to remain on the WG. 

d. Rights of Way WG: 
RESOLVED:  Cllrs Howard, Perkins, Shannon and Stanley agreed to be on the WG. 

e. Environmental Strategy WG: 
RESOLVED:  Cllrs Howard, Main, Perkins and Robinson agreed to be on the WG. 

 
21/34. To review Cary Moor Parish Council Risk Assessment.   
RESOLVED:  Approved. 
 
21/35.  To review Cary Moor Parish Council Assets Register. 
RESOLVED:  Approved.   

 
21/36. To review the Barclays Bank Signatory Mandate. 
RESOLVED:  Cllrs Shannon, Roberts, Trott and the Clerk.  To defer considering additional 
signatories at the next ordinary meeting.   
 
21/37. Report on Proceedings of Cary Moor Parish Council during 2019 to 2021. 
To receive Report from Cllr Jim Shannon, Chairman during 2019 to 2021. 
RESOLVED: Cllr Shannon read his report on the proceedings of Cary Moor Parish Council during 
2019/21 (Attachment 2). 
 
The meeting closed at 7.40 pm and was followed by the Annual Parishes Meeting. 
 
 
 
 
Signed: …………………………………….   Dated:  ………………………… 
Chairman 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Attachment 1 

SOMERSET COUNTY COUNCIL 
 

BRIEFING SHEET FOR ANNUAL PARISH AND TOWN 
COUNCIL MEETINGS  

 

MAY 2021 

Response to the Covid19 Pandemic 

This has truly been an exceptional year. There are four statistics that demonstrate just how involved the Council has 

been in supporting residents:  

• SCC’s Public Health Team has managed over 1,700 COVID outbreaks and situations, saving lives across the 

county.  

• SCC helped support those who needed it most by working with partners to provide or deliver 500,000 meals 

or food into our communities over the past year.  

• The SCC contact centre has made an over 70,000 phone calls to check on those shielding, to arrange help and 
support or to make vaccination bookings for the NHS.  

• SCC have supported our care providers and schools by spending millions of pounds to secure more than 11m 

pieces of personal protection equipment (PPE).  

Throughout the pandemic Somerset’s Public Health team has played a critical role in designing and delivering 
essential Covid-19 services to keep infection rates among the lowest in the country and keep people safe. This has 

been achieved through support to hundreds of workplaces, care homes, schools and households with outbreaks to 

minimise the spread. During the last year SCC have managed over 1,700 incidents with more than 20,000 cases being 

detected within our County boundaries. Somerset was an early pioneer for local contact tracing increasing the number 

of contacts made based on local insight and helping to reduce spread of the virus.  

Adult Social Care mobilised pop-up care homes at the peaks of the pandemic, sourced and provided over 11 million 

pieces of PPE and supported settings with infection control measures and advice so they could continue to stay open 

for visitors. Technology innovations have kept them connected while a new app was developed by SCC’s own team to 
support the NHS by revolutionising the way spare beds are tracked. Throughout the pandemic over 700 micro- 

providers have supported over 5000 people with care and support each week.  

Children’s Services have supported all schools to ensure they could stay open, coordinating transport, providing 

emergency PPE and distributing over 850 Dept. of Education devices and 50 SCC devices to enable young people to 

access virtual learning. Extra funds have been made available to provide families with free school meals and support 
during lockdown, multi-agency hubs have been established to support vulnerable children who have had to self-isolate 

and over 220 staff have been trained to support pupil health and wellbeing.  

SCC provided funding to ensure all schools in Somerset were able to provide vouchers for children who are entitled to 

Free School Meals over Christmas, February Half-Term and Easter, as well as additional funding so that more 

families and children in need of support could receive help.  

SCC’s vital Communications role included a new Covid-19 website, social media campaign, Your Somerset 

Newspaper, leaflets, press, radio and TV messaging as well as a number of informative, timely and accessible news-

style videos filmed by ex BBC veteran reporter Clinton Rogers.  

Other key achievements in delivering SCC Business Plan  

SCC's focus on good financial management has continued during 2020/21 including the management of 15 different 
Covid funding streams and the various reporting and audit requirements around them. Latest budget monitoring 

reports shows continued tight financial control and a forecast underspend of £6.6m for the year. This will be third year 

in a row that that authority has come in under-budget, demonstrating financial robustness and resilience.   

Investment in infrastructure has included: 



 

 

• completion of construction work on the iAero Centre in Yeovil which will support innovation and 
collaboration in the aerospace supply chain. 

• opening of the Wiveliscombe and Wells Enterprise centres with a strong take up of space with 90% and 70% 

occupancy rates respectively. Construction work for Bruton Enterprise Centre commenced earlier this year, 

while the Digital Innovation Centre at the Firepool site has received planning approval.  

• £19million upgrade of Junction 25 of the M5 won three of the five accolades at the Chartered Institute of 
Highways and Transport Awards including Project of the Year  

• continuing crucial work of maintaining the highway network despite the impact of Covid, including repairing 

17,947 carriageway potholes, only slightly fewer than in the previous year before the pandemic.  

School projects completed include the new Hazlebrook Campus at Selworthy School, Nerrols Primary School; 
extension and IT upgrade at Milborne Port School, seven-class expansion for Willowdown Academy Primary School; 

the new King Ina Church of England Academy; the £8m expansion of Bridgwater College Academy and the £7m 

expansion of Bishop Fox’s in Taunton. Finally, Polden Bower, a £23m special school in Bridgwater which will cater 

for 160 students with complex needs in Somerset.  

The Climate Change response has seen the expansion of Recycle More, initially in the Mendip area; the 
decarbonising of SCC buildings, promotion and provision of public transport and the enabling of SCC staff to work 

from home and cut emissions and pollutants as a consequence of fewer commuter miles.  A £1 million Somerset 

Climate Emergency Community Fund was created to encourage innovative community projects that share the 
Council’s vision of working towards a climate resilient Somerset. More than 136 applications were submitted and 40 

projects across Somerset were awarded grant funding.  

Somerset County Council have invested in 153 apprenticeships and have supported 87 staff to complete 

apprenticeships.  In addition SCC have also supported 20 small employers throughout Somerset to recruit apprentices 

into their workforce  

Despite Covid-19, the new ‘Family Solutions Somerset’ approach in Children’s Services is working in partnership 
through the Family Safeguarding Model and the Family Drug and Alcohol Court (FDAC) to support parents to tackle 

health and wellbeing issues impacting on their ability to parent well.  

The Family Intervention Service was also launched and provides a flexible, specialist county-wide service joining up 

established edge-of-care and complex family needs services with a Rapid Response service at weekends to ensures 
seamless support. Social Workers in Schools is a ground-breaking initiative to place social workers in schools to help 

keep children safe from exploitation.  

The Government’s consultation on Somerset County Councils One Somerset proposal and an alternative bid by the  

four District Council’s has just finished and we await the Secretary of State’s decision in July.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Attachment 2 

Chairman’s Report on proceedings of Cary Moor Parish Council during the period of 2019/ 

21, submitted to the Annual Parish Council Meeting on 4th May 2021. 

Due to the pandemic the Annual General and Annual Parish meetings were cancelled during 2020, 

which has resulted in this report covering a two year period. 

During this period, the Parish Council has held 6 Ordinary, 3 Planning and 10 virtual meetings. 

Despite some minor technical issues, the virtual meetings have allowed us to carry out much of our 

business in a relatively seamless manner. 

The complement of the Council has had some small changes, with the resignations of David 
Harrison, for personal reasons and Syd Francis due to her relocating. However, Norman Howard 
has now been co-opted onto the team. Norman previously held the role of Parish Paths Liaison 
Officer during which time he helped secure a number of improvements to the local footpath 
network. 

On the Planning side, the Council dealt with in excess of 30 planning applications and continue to 

have a good working relationship with the Planning Department, despite not all of our 

recommendations being taken on board. I would like to give a vote of thanks to Councillor Roberts, 

for his tireless work in presenting each of the Applications at our Council meetings and his particular 

insight in this area. 

Financially, the precept was increased from £8,840 to £11,000 to ensure we can meet future 

commitments. Increases on previous year’s figures were as a result of us holding below the SALC 

recommended contingency and the need to have sufficient funds in the event that cuts in County 

and District Councils budgets have an effect on us. 

The regular annual donations to the upkeep of our Churchyards, the North Barrow Playground and 

South Barrow Recreational Field continued over the period. 

In addition, further donations were made to: 

• Friends of Castle Cary Library 

• Somerset Community Accessible Transport 

• Lovington PCC 

• And South Barrow Playing Field for specific sporting equipment. 

Whilst all of these are important, the donation to Lovington PCC to go toward their application to 
provide an accessible WC, servery and gallery in the Church was of particular significance. The 
locally raised funds went a long way toward influencing Viridor Credits to approve the Church’s 
grant application for £47,589 in full. This was awarded in their last funding round following closure 
of the Dimmer landfill site. 

In the wider community, the Parish Council continued to monitor and comment on development at 
Dimmer and its effect on the safety and amenity of the local residents.  

The B3153 joint traffic management subcommittee has been on the back burner for some time, due 

to the virus, but there has been some recent interest in getting together again in the near future. 

The Parish Council’s website: www.carymoorpc.org continues to provide access on line to agendas, 

minutes and other information relating to the Parish council’s activities. 



 

 

I would like to thank our County Councillor Mike Lewis and District Councillors, Henry Hobhouse 

and Kevin Messenger who provided helpful advice and support to the Parish Council throughout the 

period. 

And last but not least, I would like to thank our Clerk, Becky Carter, whose diligent work has been 

instrumental in the smooth running of the Council, thereby enabling us to successfully deliver the 

services I have outlined. 

Not to mention ensuring that we were spared the embarrassment of appearing on you-tube and the 

National news! 

 

Jim Shannon 

Chairman Cary Moor Parish Council during 2020/21 

4th May 2021 

 

 
 
 


