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“Draft” Minutes of Extraordinary Parish Council Meeting  

Held as a consultative virtual meeting via Zoom software on  
Tuesday 13th April 2021 at 7.15pm 

 
Councillors Present (remotely): 

  Jim Shannon (Chairman)  Martin Roberts (Vice-Chairman)   
  Norman Howard   Mark Main      
  Marie-Helene Robinson  Vivien Stanley     
  Martin Trott   Andrew Wake  
 

In attendance (remotely):  C.Cllr Lewis, D.Cllr K Messenger, the Clerk and four members of the 
public. 
 
Public Session 
No comments. 
 
Reports from County and District Councillors 
District and County Councillors may give short verbal reports on matters affecting the Parish. 
C.Cllr Lewis advised that the closing date for responses to the Local Government Reorganisation 
(LGR) was approaching on 19th April 2021.  The Chairman confirmed that the PC would be 
submitting its response shortly.   
Following a query from the Vice-Chairman, Cllr Lewis reported that South Somerset District Council 
(SSDC) would be considering possible options for future meetings at its next meeting on Thursday 
15th April, following the Government’s recent announcement that remote meeting powers were not 
being extended and all councils must return to in-person meetings from 8th May 2021 onwards.  
SSDC would discuss the possibility of hybrid meetings (meeting in-person and virtually) however, 
both District and County Councils were dependent on the Government regarding Covid-19 
guidelines and restrictions.   
D.Cllr Messenger wished to reiterate his praise for the excellent efforts of the staff from South SSDC, 
Millbrook Surgery, Castle Cary, local hospitals and volunteers, who have been working hard every 
day since the start of vaccination roll out program.   
 
21/24.  Apologies for Absence and to consider the reasons given. 
Council to receive apologies for absence and, if appropriate, to resolve to approve the reasons 
given. 
RESOLVED:  Apologies for absence were received and approved from Cllr Ross Perkins. 
 
21/25.  Declarations of Interest 
Members to declare any interests they may have in agenda items that accord with the requirements 
of the Local Authority (Model Code of Conduct) Order 2007 SI No. 1159. 
(NB this does not preclude any later declarations). 
RESOLVED:   None given. 
  
21/26.   Minutes 
To approve the Minutes of the Virtual Meeting held on Tuesday 9th March 2021. 
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 RESOLVED:  The minutes were approved unanimously and would be duly signed.   
 
21/27.  Planning 

a.  To consider the following planning applications (PA):  
i. PA 21/00502/OUT.  Outline application with all matters reserved except for access and 
layout for the erection of 2No. dwellings (self-build) and improvements to access and 
construction of footway on land OS 8565, west Of Pilgrims Way, Lovington. 
The PC had received a considerable number of local objections to the proposed 
‘speculative’ development.  The previous application on this site 16/02621/OUT was refused 
by SSDC based on the Landscape Officer’s comments (Attachment 1) and subsequently 
dismissed on appeal (Attachment 2); all reasons given for refusal are equally valid to this 
application.  Although on a reduced scale, the proposed development still lies in open 
countryside, breaching the natural boundary of Lovington, causing an urbanising, intrusive 
and detrimental effect on the landscape.  
The proposed development would have an adverse impact on the riverside walk to East 
Lydford, which is loved and very well used by all.  The two 4 bedroom dwellings would be 
built on slightly higher ground; therefore, the recently planted hedge (reported in paragraph 
3.4.1 of the applicant’s Preliminary Ecological Appraisal January 2021 and Photo 8 by First 
Ecology to be “Defunct hedge – native species - poor”) would not mitigate the detrimental 
impact the development would have on visual amenity.   
There are a number or errors in the Planning and Design Statement.  There has not been 
a pub in Lovington for many years; ‘The Pilgrims’ was a restaurant, which closed over two 
years ago and has since been granted approval for change of use and conversion to five 
domestic units.  There is no Meeting Hall in Lovington.  Two dwellings have been consented 
in the village which we understand are being, and will, respectively be built as self-build 
schemes despite the Planning and Design Statement stating, “We are not aware of any 
other self-build schemes in the village” (19/03228/FUL on land adjoining The Haven and 
18/03283/FUL on land adjoining High Barton).  Such errors could give the impression that 
the Statement is disingenuous in trying to ‘paint a picture’ that does not exist.      
When the previous application 16/02621/OUT was refused in 2017, there wasn’t a five year 
housing land supply, which was a reason given in the previous application as to why it 
should be approved. Now that there is a six year housing land supply, full weight should be 
given to Policy SS2.   
Lovington Parish has already taken above and beyond what a small rural settlement with 
just two key facilities (a church and a primary school) should be required to deliver, far 
exceeding its housing needs.  The 2016 Housing Needs Survey (which the Parish Council 
agreed to undertake in good faith directly in response to the applicant’s previous proposal 
16/02621/OUT) identified the overall potential housing needs for the next 5 to 10 years.   Six 
dwellings were identified for Lovington; consent has been granted for twenty-two new 
dwellings, more than three times the identified need.   
The PC recently requested information from SSDC on how the number of plots suitable for 
self-build and custom build dwellings in SSDC’s area compared to the demand for such 
dwellings in the District to meet SSDC’s need for such dwelling plots in accordance with 
relevant legislation.  SSDC’s Strategy and Commissioning department confirmed that the 
latest monitoring for Custom and Self-build housing has identified that SSDC is meeting its 
obligations. 
RESOLVED:  Following a full discussion, the PC agreed unanimously to recommend 
REFUSAL and to re-emphasise the reasons given for refusal by SSDC and at Appeal which 
remain entirely valid in the context of the current application.  The proposal would fail to 
reinforce local distinctiveness, fail to respect local context and would be harmful to the 
character of the surrounding area as well as the wider landscape.  In view of the site’s 
prominent location on the edge of the village and its visibility within the surrounding 
landscape, the proposed development would have an intrusive impact on the local 



 

 

landscape.  As such, the development would be in conflict with Policies SS2 and EQ2 of 
the South Somerset Local Plan, both of which, amongst other things, aim to protect against 
such harm.  The resultant harm would significantly outweigh any benefit of permitting two 
self build dwellings in this location. 
 
ii. PA 21/00703/HOU.  Remodelling of dwelling including raising of roof to provide 
accommodation at first floor level and rear 2 storey extension at Three Gables, Sparkford 
Road, South Barrow. 
The remodelling would effectively create a discrete two storey dwelling, similar in height and 
scale to the neighbouring properties, entirely appropriate to the size of the plot, which would 
not create a loss of amenity to the adjacent properties. 
The proposed modifications would improve the appearance of Three Gables and would be 
an enhancement to the village.  The Agent and Applicants were present remotely and 
confirmed that they had submitted an amendment to the planning officer to replace the 
dormers on the front elevation with roof lights, which was far more acceptable.  They had 
also consulted with all neighbours, who were happy with the proposal as it was in line with 
the mix of houses in its vicinity.   
Councillors considered that the statement 'uses materials appropriate to the character of 
the area' is a little vague and confirmed with the Agent that welsh slate should be used for 
the roof and render as a continuation to the walls would be appropriate. 
RESOLVED:  The PC agreed unanimously to recommend that the application be 
APPROVED subject to the dormers being replaced with rooflights, welsh slate to be used 
for the roof and render as a continuation to the walls. 
Councillors thanked the Agent and Applicants, who were present remotely, for a thorough 
application, which had considered all aspects.   
 

b. South Somerset District Council (SSDC) Decisions.  
i. PA 20/03552/FUL.  Construction of an agricultural building to cover an open collecting 
yard on land at Church Farm, Lovington Road, Lovington – APPROVED. 
ii.    PA 20/02004/FUL.  The erection of detached two storey dwelling and double garage 
(part retrospective) at Marnick Farm, Lovington – APPROVED.   
 

21/28.   Items for Report and Future Business 
a. To discuss the role and goal of the ‘Parish Environment Champion’ and consider a list of 

achievable goals for a rural parish. 
 

Next meeting: The Annual Parish Meeting will be held remotely on Tuesday 4th May 2021, 
commencing at 7.15pm, which will be followed by the Annual Parish Council and Ordinary meetings.   
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 7.55 pm. 
 
 
 
Signed:  …………………………………………  Dated:  ……………………………… 
 
 


