
From: Robert Archer 
Sent: 19 July 2016 14:53 
To: Alex Skidmore 
Subject: application 16/02621 - Land west of Pilgrims Way, Lovington. 
 
 
Alex, in terms of local character, Lovington is a dispersed village, with 
pockets of housing interspersed by 
paddocks and farmland, and no strong nucleus, other than the historic 
focus of the church.  The farm and 
paddock spaces between the residential pockets of the village contribute 
to its dispersed character, and 
the wider context is emphatically rural.   The application site is a 
corner of an agricultural field on the west 
side of the village, outside much of its residential form, that lays 
between the alignment of the B3153 
Somerton – Castle Cary road, and the sinuous course of the River Brue to 
the immediate north.  The 
Pilgrims Way development lays immediately to the east of the site, 
otherwise its context is farmland. 
 
I note that the application site lays at the east end of an arable field 
which further reduces east to a 
narrow space between the bend in the Brue’s corridor and the B-road 
adjacent the existing housing 
edge.  At this narrow ‘pinch-point’, the trees demarcating the Brue’s 
course, and the roadside hedgerow, 
provide a credible degree of physical and visual containment of the 
existing Pilgrims Way development, 
such that it does not intrude into the wider farmed landscape, but is 
coherently clustered with adjacent 
housing within the same bend of the river, and the Pilgrims Inn opposite.  
Conversely, this residential 
proposal lays outside this pinch-point (which I view as providing a 
credible physical edge to this area of 
the village’s development) such that the proposal opens to the wider 
agricultural landscape; does not 
enjoy the same degree of visual and physical containment; nor the same 
clustered arrangement as 
characterised by the building group to the east.  As such, the 
relationship with existing built form is 
tenuous, nor does the development footprint have any natural containment 
to its northwest and 
southwest, to thus be open to wider view.  I consider the aggregation of 
these impacts to adversely 
impact upon local character and distinctiveness, and thus offer landscape 
grounds for refusal, LP policy 
EQ2. 
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