
 

 

Cary Moor Parish Council 
Clerk:  Mrs Rebecca Carter, Portman House, North Barrow, Somerset, BA22 7LZ   

Tel: 01963 240226 
e-mail:  carymoorclerk@gmail.com                  http://www.carymoorpc.org/   

 
“Draft” Minutes of Parish Council Meeting  

held as a consultative virtual meeting via Zoom software on 
Tuesday 9th March 2021 at 7.15pm 

  
Councillors Present (remotely): 

  Jim Shannon (Chairman)  Martin Roberts (Vice-Chairman)   
  Mark Main   Ross Perkins      
  Marie-Helene Robinson  Vivien Stanley     
  Martin Trott   Andrew Wake  
 

In attendance (remotely):  C.Cllr Lewis, D.Cllr K Messenger and the Clerk.  
 
Public Session 
None present. 
 
Reports from County and District Councillors 
District and County Councillors may give short verbal reports on matters affecting the Parish. 
C.Cllr Lewis reported that Somerset County Council’s (SCC) tax element of the Council Tax would 
increase by 1.99% from April 2021 with an additional 3% for Adult and Children Services; there 
would also be a tax element for Somerset Rivers Authority.   
SCC had recently approved a grant of £400,000 to Somerset Citizens’ Advice Bureau to help them 
address ‘post pandemic’ issues, such as mental health and residents struggling with rent and utility 
payments.  The funding was included in the budget and would not be added as an additional tax.   
There were still a substantial number of staff helping with the Covid-19 vaccination roll out program, 
however, some staff were now back in post, including SCC’s Highways department. 
C.Cllr Lewis reported that the Local Government Reorganisation (LGR) consultation was launched 
on 22nd February 2021 to ascertain what form, if any, the unitary authority should take in Somerset. 
There were two bids; ‘One Somerset’, put forward by Somerset County Council (SCC) that covers 
all the districts and county council. The second bid, put forward by the district councils, is to split the 
county in two, west and east, creating two unitary authorities and to have an overarching Adults and 
Children Services to cover the whole of Somerset. The consultation would run online until 19th April 
2021.  Residents could express their individual views on what they believe to be the best future 
interest of the residents in this part of Somerset via https://consult.communities.gov.uk/governance-
reform-and-democracy/somerset/.  The Secretary of State would announce his preferred option in 
June/July 2021.  Cllr Lewis confirmed that SCC elections were deferred until May 2022 when a 
shadow authority would be created to run until May 2023, at which time the unitary authority 
elections would be held to coincide with town and parish council elections.  
(C.Cllr Lewis left the meeting at 7.25pm). 
D.Cllr Messenger reported on the excellent efforts of South Somerset District Council (SSDC) staff 
during the vaccination roll out program.  One hundred and forty SSDC staff continued to manage 
their day jobs in addition to assisting at the vaccination sites in all weathers; he stated that they 
should be recognised for what they are doing.  He also praised the staff of Millbrook Surgery, Castle 
Cary, who were organising the vaccination program in the local area and contacting people.   
D.Cllr Messenger reported that the phosphate issue was ongoing and continued to hold up planning 
applications.    
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21/15.  Apologies for Absence and to consider the reasons given. 
Council to receive apologies for absence and, if appropriate, to resolve to approve the reasons 
given. 
RESOLVED:  None given. 
 
21/16.  Declarations of Interest 
Members to declare any interests they may have in agenda items that accord with the requirements 
of the Local Authority (Model Code of Conduct) Order 2007 SI No. 1159. 
(NB this does not preclude any later declarations).  
RESOLVED:  None given. 
  
21/17.   Minutes 
To approve the Minutes of the Virtual Extraordinary Meeting held on Tuesday 9th February 2021.  
RESOLVED:  The minutes were approved unanimously and would be duly signed.   
 
21/18.  Vacancies on the Parish Council 
To consider applications received and conduct vote to fill two casual vacancies on the Parish 
Council by co-option. 
RESOLVED:  There was one eligible candidate for the vacancies, Mr N Howard, who could not be 
present and sent his apologies.  Mr Howard was co-opted unanimously onto the Council in his 
absence and would duly sign his Declaration of Acceptance of Office prior to joining the Council at 
its next meeting.     
 
21/19.  Planning 

a.  To consider the following planning applications (PA):  
i. PA 20/03068/REM.  Reserved matters application following approval 18/00105/OUT for 
the erection of 3 dwellings with a detached garage for Plot 3. 
It was noted that there was no Design and Access statement, therefore, councillors could 
not confirm whether the dwellings would be built in natural stone with quoins and clay 
tile/slate roofs, as indicated in the plans of the street scene and as suggested in the outline 
application.  It was agreed, however, that slate tiles would not be in keeping with properties 
in this part of South Barrow.   
Councillors were pleased that this reserved matters application mirrored the outline 
application regarding layout and footprint of the dwellings.  The only other observations 
councillors wished to make were that it would be preferable to plant a native species hedge 
on the south side of the plot so that it would be fully enclosed with hedging.  It was also 
noted that Highways Officers asked for the plans to be amended to address the issues 
raised regarding the visibility splay and parking/turning areas. 
RESOLVED:  The PC agreed unanimously to recommend that the application be 
APPROVED subject to confirmation that the dwellings would be built using natural stone 
and clay tiles, not slate. 

b. South Somerset District Council (SSDC) Decisions. None received. 
c. To discuss email from planning agent for Nigel Dauncey, Fosters Farm, South Barrow 

requesting any information relating to the type of housing that there is a demand for in South 
Barrow and the wider area covered by the Parish Council. 
RESOLVED:  Councillors agreed unanimously that the demand has been met.   Indeed, the 
Parish had exceeded its housing needs, as identified in the Housing Needs Survey carried 
out in 2016.  This survey identified the overall potential housing needs for the next 5 – 10 
years.  Furthermore, the PC had just approved a reserved matters application (item 
21/19.a.) for 3 x 3-bedroom dwellings in South Barrow.  South Barrow had now exceeded 
the number of new dwellings required to meet identified need in the village. 
 
 



 

 

21/20.   Finance 
a. Balance of the Councils Bank Account & Bank reconciliation 

To report on Councils Bank Account. 
The Clerk previously circulated the PC’s Accounts. 
RESOLVED:  The Accounts were agreed and the Chairman would duly sign the bank 
reconciliation.  The Clerk agreed to liaise with Babcary PC and Castle Cary Town Council 
regarding testing of the River Brue for which the PC agreed to grant approx. £500 per annum 
in March 2017.   

b. Accounts for payment 
To review and approve a schedule of items of expenditure.   

Clerk’s Expenses Feb to Mar 21    £34.39  
RESOLVED: Items of expenditure APPROVED unanimously.   

c. To consider provision of grant to South Somerset Community Accessible Transport 
(SSCAT) bus. 
RESOLVED:  Cllrs considered that the SSCAT bus provided an invaluable service to many 
residents in the four rural parishes and agreed unanimously to provide a grant of £250. 

d. To consider Clerk’s proposal to reduce contracted hours from 5 hours a week to 20 hours 
month. 
RESOLVED: The Clerk would continue to monitor her hours, which would be reduced to 20 
hours a month effective 1st April 2021.  
 

21/21.   Provision of additional Dog Bin in South Barrow 
To consider request from South Barrow resident to provide an additional dog bin. 
RESOLVED:  It was agreed that there was insufficient evidence of a dog fouling issue.  It was also 
considered that dog waste bins were more suitable and necessary for less rural areas such as 
Castle Cary or larger villages. 
 
21/22.   The Climate Emergency 
Climate Emergency Working Group to provide an update.    
RESOLVED:  Due to Cllr Perkins ‘technical’ issues, this item would be deferred to the next meeting 
and an update circulated in the interim.  
 
21/23.   Items for Report and Future Business 

a. The Vice-Chairman wished to discuss further the LGR Consultation, which ended on 19 th 
April 2021.  He believed that it was wrong that Parish and Town Councils were not properly 
consulted.   
ACTION:  The Chairman and Vice-Chairman agreed to draft a letter in response to the 
consultation on behalf of the PC for comment and approval prior to submission.  

 
Next ordinary meeting: to be held remotely on Tuesday 11th May 2021, 7.15pm. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.10pm. 
 
 
 
Signed:  …………………………………………  Dated:  ……………………………… 
 
 
 
 
 


