
 

 

Cary Moor Parish Council 
Clerk:  Mrs Rebecca Carter, Portman House, North Barrow, Somerset, BA22 7LZ   

Tel: 01963 240226 
e-mail:  carymoorclerk@gmail.com                  http://www.carymoorpc.org/   

 
Minutes of Parish Council Meeting  

held as a consultative virtual meeting via Zoom software on   
Tuesday 12th January 2021 at 7.15pm 

 

Councillors Present (remotely): 
  Jim Shannon (Chairman)  Martin Roberts (Vice-Chairman)   

  Mark Main   Ross Perkins      
  Marie-Helene Robinson  Vivien Stanley     
  Andrew Wake  
 

In attendance (remotely):  C.Cllr Lewis, D.Cllr Hobhouse, D.Cllr K Messenger and the Clerk.  
 
Public Session 
None present. 
 
Reports from County and District Councillors 
District and County Councillors may give short verbal reports on matters affecting the Parish. 
C.Cllr M Lewis reported that a large number of Somerset County Council (SCC) staff were either 
furloughed or seconded to assist with the roll out of Covid-19 vaccinations.  He asked for the 
Somerset Coronavirus Support Helpline to be advertised on all noticeboards and parish/village 
websites. Anyone in Somerset who needs Coronavirus-related support can call 0300 790 6275 
seven days a week from 8am to 6pm to receive a range of advice, from help accessing food or 
medicines, to emotional and financial support and employment, housing and business advice. 
Cllr Lewis reported that a decision regarding applications to the Climate Emergency Fund could be 
delayed for a couple of months due to Covid-19.  (Cllr Lewis left the meeting at 7.20pm) 
D.Cllr Hobhouse reported that the Area East meetings in January and February have been cancelled 
due to Democratic staff assisting with Covid-19 vaccinations over the next few months.  Instead, the 
Chairman and Vice-Chairman of Area East Committee would meet informally with Ward Members.  
The first meeting is scheduled for Friday 15th January 2021; any decision that could be made would 
need to be authorised by the Chief Executive.   
Cllr Hobhouse reported that there was a serious shortage of staff at South Somerset District Council 
(SSDC), although no planning officers had been seconded and they were catching up with 
applications and enforcement issues.  He advised that Tim Wills was the Specialist with 
responsibility for Enforcement and Netta Meadows should be copied in on any enforcement 
correspondence, however, she would be leaving at the end of February 2021.   
D.Cllr Messenger wished to stress the importance of being extra vigilant and everyone should 
adhere to the Government rules and guidelines during the Covid-19 pandemic.  There were 85 
cases in the immediate area.  Cllr Hobhouse endorsed Cllr Messenger’s request and advised that 
Yeovil Hospital had only two spare beds. 
 
21/01.  Apologies for Absence and to consider the reasons given 
Council to receive apologies for absence and, if appropriate, to resolve to approve the reasons 
given. 
RESOLVED:  Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Syd Francis, who also tendered her 
resignation, which was received and approved.  
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21/02.  Declarations of Interest 
Members to declare any interests they may have in agenda items that accord with the requirements 
of the Local Authority (Model Code of Conduct) Order 2007 SI No. 1159. 
(NB this does not preclude any later declarations).  
RESOLVED:  Cllr Roberts declared a personal and prejudicial interest in agenda items 21/06.c and 
d. as a member of Lovington Parochial Church Council.  
  
21/03.   Minutes 
To approve the Minutes of the Virtual Meeting held on Tuesday 10th November 2020.  
RESOLVED:  The minutes were approved unanimously and would be duly signed.   
 
21/04.  Vacancies on the Parish Council 
To consider applications received and conduct vote to fill casual vacancies on the Parish Council 
by co-option. 
RESOLVED:  To continue to advertise the vacancies as no applications were received to date.   
 
21/05.  Planning 

a.  To consider the following planning applications (PA):  None received. 
b. South Somerset District Council (SSDC) Decisions.  

i. PA 20/02803/S73.  Section 73 application to vary condition 2 (approved plans) of 
planning approval 19/03228/FUL to enable amendment of dimension from the south west 
boundary to the dwelling from 14100mm to 12600mm to reflect actual site arrangements on 
land adjacent The Haven, Lovington Road, Lovington – APPROVED. 
ii. PA 20/02292/S73A.  Landscaping application to vary conditions 2 (approved plans) and 
12 (external lighting) of planning approval 18/04074/FUL on land at The Pilgrims Rest, 
Lovington Road – APPROVED.  
iii. PA 19/02775/FUL.  The erection of 8 No. new dwellings, formation of new access and 
new tennis court provision on land west of Village Hall, North Barrow – WITHDRAWN.  

c. Pre-application advice sought on proposal for disabled annex to adjoin dwelling to be erected 
under planning permission 19/03228/FUL and PA 20/02803/S73 on land adjoining the 
Haven.   
RESOLVED:  Councillors noted that whilst the Planning Officer had given some informal 
advice, he could not offer any formal advice on such a proposal without the submission of a 
formal pre-application enquiry and therefore agreed not to comment until a formal planning 
application was received. 
 

21/06.   Finance 
a. Balance of the Councils Bank Account & Bank reconciliation 

To report on Councils Bank Account. 
The Clerk previously circulated the PC’s Accounts. 
RESOLVED:  The Accounts were agreed and the Chairman would duly sign the bank 
reconciliation. 

b. Accounts for payment 
To review and approve a schedule of items of expenditure.   
Clerk’s Expenses Nov 20 to Jan 21   £44.39  
SALC Code of Conduct Training 13/12/20  £25.00 
RESOLVED: Items of expenditure APPROVED unanimously.   

c. To consider Budget & Precept figures for 2021/2022. 
To agree on a figure for the Precept.  Proposal to increase precept from £10,400 to £11,000. 
The Clerk previously distributed the draft precept for 2021/22 with supporting notes, 
Annexes 1 and 2, in which she recommended that the precept was increased from £10,400 
to £11,000.  This would give an increase in the PC’s element of the council tax charge to 
each household of £1.64 per annum, the equivalent of 4.23%.  (Cllr Roberts left the 



 

 

meeting at 7.35pm while the PC discussed the proposed increase of the churchyard 
maintenance grants.  Cllr Roberts returned to the meeting at 7.40pm)   
RESOLVED:  The proposed budget was adopted unanimously and the precept of £11,000 
was agreed.     

d. To consider application by Lovington PCC for Community Infrastructure Levy Monies (CIL) 
to help fund provision of accessible WC, servery and gallery at Lovington Church. 
Cllr Roberts presented the proposed plans for the improvements to Lovington Church.  
(After answering questions, Cllr Roberts left the meeting at 8.00pm) Councillors 
considered that the Church was the only community facility remaining in Lovington on which 
CIL funds could be spent as the School was not eligible.  The improved facilities, especially 
the accessible WC, were desirable for the Church to hold community events other than 
religious services.   
RESOLVED:  Councillors agreed unanimously to grant the CIL to be received by the PC 
totalling £4,999.44 from the Pilgrims In development (PA 18/04074/FUL) to help fund the 
provision of the improved facilities.  
(Cllr Roberts returned to the meeting at 8.05pm) 
 

21/07.  Government consultation on the future of transport: rural strategy - call for evidence 
To consider responding to consultation prior to closing date of 16 February 2021. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/future-of-transport-rural-strategy-call-for-
evidence?utm_source=fbeea974-8a4b-4dfb-b3a8-48e888e2d68e&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-
notifications&utm_content=daily 

D.Cllr Hobhouse gave an outline of the futuristic proposal for Grade 5 automated vehicles, which he 
considered to be an obvious area for investment as there would be no form of public transport if an 
auto vehicles scheme could be implemented.  The vehicles could be booked and paid to collect and 
return residents at their doorstep. Electric charging points would be installed in car parks for the auto 
vehicles to recharge in between journeys.   There was a requirement to ensure the population, 
especially the more aged population, could access facilities from rural and isolated locations. There 
followed a brief discussion on the relevance of the rural strategy and the suitability of the rural roads, 
which were considered unsuitable for electric bikes/scooters.   
RESOLVED:  Councillors agreed unanimously to note the report at this stage and to keep an eye 
on the development of the rural strategy. 
 
21/08.   The Climate Emergency 
Climate Emergency Working Group to provide an update.  
Cllr Perkins reported on The Climate Emergency online seminar he attended in November 2020.  
He believed that it was important to take the next step in joining other PCs and to declare a Climate 
Emergency.  He proposed that the PC engage with residents and focus on actions that were suitable 
for a parish of our scale. A summary of actions should include focusing on minimising future carbon 
emissions, to capture carbon emissions and encourage parishioners to plant trees and restore 
hedges.  D.Cllr Hobhouse suggested that the PC could purchase or hire an infra-red camera that 
could be used at night to identify any houses with high heat loss.  
RESOLVED:  Cllr Perkins volunteered to be the ‘Environment Champion’ for Cary Moor Parish 
Council.  Cllr Hobhouse agreed to assist the PC on Environmental issues.   
  
21/09.   Items for Report and Future Business 

a. The Chairman expressed his thanks on behalf of the Council to Cllr Syd Francis following her 
resignation.  She had been a delight to work with and he was grateful for all her support and 
efforts.  He wished her good luck for the future.     
 

Next ordinary meeting: to be held remotely on Tuesday 9th March 2021, 7.15pm.  An Extraordinary 
meeting would be held, if necessary, on 9th February 2021 to consider any planning applications 
received. 
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There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.25pm. 
 
 
 
Signed:  …………………………………………  Dated:  ……………………………… 
 
 
 


