
Cary Moor Parish Council 
Clerk:  Mrs Rebecca Carter, Portman House, North Barrow, Somerset, BA22 7LZ   

Tel: 01963 240226 
e-mail:  carymoorclerk@gmail.com                  http://www.carymoorpc.org/   

 
Minutes of Parish Council Meeting  

held as a consultative virtual meeting via Zoom software on   
Tuesday 13th October 2020 at 7.15pm 

 

Councillors Present (remotely): 
  Jim Shannon (Chairman)  Martin Roberts (Vice-Chairman)   
  David Harrison   Mark Main      
  Ross Perkins   Marie-Helene Robinson   
   Vivien Stanley   Martin Trott       

  Andrew Wake  
 

In attendance (remotely):  C.Cllr Lewis, D.Cllr Hobhouse, D.Cllr K Messenger, the Clerk and one 
member of the public.  
 
Public Session 
No comments. 
 
Reports from County and District Councillors 
District and County Councillors may give short verbal reports on matters affecting the Parish. 
C.Cllr Lewis gave the following report: 
“Covid-19 : I am continuing to forward the weekly Covid data so that councillors can be aware of 
the trends.   
Local Government Reorganisation (LGR).  The government announced on Friday that Somerset 
along with Cumbria and North Yorkshire are invited to submit a business case to create a Unitary 
Authority or Authorities in the case of the District Councils. These have to be submitted by 9 th 
November. BANES and North Somerset have also been invited to submit but are unlikely, to do so 
to go back to historic Somerset which would have a population of 960,000 the second largest Unitary 
in England. One of the reasons Avon was created was because Somerset was deemed to be too 
big for good governance!” 
D.Cllr Messenger reported that South Somerset District Council (SDDC) would be holding the ‘Great 
Parish Tree Giveaway’ scheme again this year ready for this winter’s planting season.  He hoped 
parish and town councils would consider areas within their communities where trees could be 
planted.  Cllr Robinson asked if Lovington School could apply to the scheme; Cllr Messenger 
confirmed that they would be eligible to apply.     
Cllr Messenger reported that SSDC voted by a large majority in favour of a twin unitary authority for 
Somerset.   
D.Cllr Hobhouse spoke in addition to Cllr Lewis and Messenger on LGR.   He advised that BANES 
and North Somerset would want to be linked more with Bristol.  If they were included in a single 
unitary authority, the population would be in excess of the maximum number allowed, which could 
create three unitary authorities.  This would fundamentally change everything that was going to be 
proposed. 
 
20/62.  Apologies for Absence and to consider the reasons given 
Council to receive apologies for absence and, if appropriate, to resolve to approve the reasons 
given. 
RESOLVED:  Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Sydney Francis and approved.  
 
20/63.  Declarations of Interest 

mailto:carymoorclerk@gmail.com
http://www.carymoorpc.org/


Members to declare any interests they may have in agenda items that accord with the requirements 
of the Local Authority (Model Code of Conduct) Order 2007 SI No. 1159. 
(NB this does not preclude any later declarations).  
RESOLVED:  None. 
  
20/64.   Minutes 
To approve the Minutes of the Virtual Meeting held on Tuesday 8th September 2020.  
RESOLVED:  The minutes were approved unanimously and would be duly signed.   
 
20/65.  Planning 

a.   To consider the following planning applications (PA). 
i. PA 20/02353/OUT.  Outline application with all matters reserved except access for the 
erection of a single storey dwelling with a new vehicular access on land adj. to Barn Croft, 
Sparkford Road, South Barrow. 
The Applicant was present remotely and gave a brief outline of the application.  Councillors 
noted that only a few residents had submitted comments to date: one neutral, two in support 
and one objection.  The consensus of the PC was the detrimental impact the proposed 
dwelling would have on the environment, being built on a traditional Somerset apple 
orchard.  There would be further pressure on the environment due to the distance from the 
site to any amenities, which could only be accessed by car.  Councillors also commented 
that, although Policy SS2 of The South Somerset Local Plan (2006-2028) holds limited 
weight, the application would not meet any of its criteria.     
Councillors expressed their concerns over the proposed access.  To create a new vehicular 
access a considerable amount of soil would need to be removed from the bank, including 
reducing the height of the roadside wall and affecting a native hedgerow.  The new access 
would also be at a particularly narrow section of the road, although the Applicant believes 
soil had been allowed to invade onto the road, which made it narrower and could be cut 
back.  It was suggested that the Applicant investigates whether the existing access for Barn 
Croft could be widened and soil removed on the west side of the wall in order to provide 
access or via an easement with the developer of the adjoining site on which outline planning 
permission was granted for two single storey dwellings (19/03069/OUT).    
Councillors commented that the site is not as secluded as the adjacent site.  Despite their 
concerns on the access, the PC recognised that the District and County Highways had 
raised no objections. In addition, given that the PC had recommended outline approval for 
the two single storey dwellings on the adjacent site (19/03069/OUT), it was felt the 
consistent approach would be to support this application. 
RESOLVED:  The PC agreed by a majority vote to recommend APPROVAL of the outline 
application  
ii. PA 20/02493/REM.  Application for reserved matters following approval of 
19/03069/OUT for the erection of 2 single storey dwellings; to include details of appearance, 
landscaping, layout and scale on land OS 1712 north of Barn Croft, Sparkford Road, South 
Barrow. 
The PC previously advised at the outline stage, that the land is a sensitive site within a very 
attractive part of the village, however, the two proposed single storey dwellings are not 
sympathetic in scale, size or character with the existing single storey barn conversions in 
the vicinity.  However, councillors approve the use of largely traditional materials including 
Blue Lias natural stone and clay roof tiles.   
The indicative outline plans showed two modest bungalows sited in the landscape further 
to the west and less visible from the highway.  The Council is now presented with two large 
four bedroom bungalows ‘crammed’ into the plot by building virtually to the perimeter in 
order to maximise square footage.  This creates ‘postage stamp’ gardens, which would be 
totally incommensurate for a four bedroom family home.     
Councillors were also disappointed that the developer has already cleared the site and 
removed all essence of the original traditional Somerset apple orchard.   
RESOLVED:  The PC agreed unanimously to recommend REFUSAL due to 
overdevelopment of the site and the disproportionate size of the dwellings, which are too 
close and inappropriate for the idiom of South Barrow.  The reserved matters application 



does not reflect what was presented at outline planning stage.  The materials are in keeping, 
however, the scale and character are not.   
iii. PA 20/02292/S73A.  Application to vary conditions 2 (approved plans) and 12 (external 
lighting) of planning approval 18/04074/FUL on land at Pilgrims Rest, Lovington.  
The proposed external lighting are residential downlighters which would be fixed to the 
houses, garages and porches; there is no proposal for street lighting.  Councillors 
considered that external lighting of this nature is desirable to enhance security and safety 
in rural areas.    
Councillors also approve the proposal to remove the wooden lintels, which would have been 
out of place and create water ingress and scarring to the render.   
RESOLVED:  The PC agreed unanimously to recommend that the application be 
APPROVED. 

b.  South Somerset District Council (SSDC) Decisions.  
i. PA 20/01981/LBC.  Insertion of two new windows into existing gable end of house 
Charity Farm, Lovington Road, Lovington – APPROVED. 
ii. PA 20/01927/HOU.  Demolition of existing rear kitchen extension and replace with a 
single storey rear extension to kitchen and sitting room at The Meadows, Lovington Road 
Lovington – APPROVED.  
iii. PA 20/00327/FUL.  The erection of a detached dwelling on land adj. to The Church 
Byres, Sparkford Road, South Barrow – APPROVED.  
 

20/66.   Finance 
a. Balance of the Councils Bank Account & Bank reconciliation 

To report on Councils Bank Account. 
The Clerk previously circulated the PC’s Accounts. 
RESOLVED:  The Accounts were agreed and the Chairman would duly sign the bank 
reconciliation. 

b. Accounts for payment 
To review and approve a schedule of items of expenditure.   
 Clerk’s Expenses       £130.44 
RESOLVED: Items of expenditure APPROVED unanimously. 
  

20/67.  Cary Moor PC Rights of Way (RoW) Working Group (WG) 
Progress report and to consider contribution of £70 towards training for the Parish Paths Liaison 
Officer (PPLO) as part of Somerset County Council’s (SCC) “Somerset Strimmer Scheme”.   
Cllr Stanley reported that there had been some serious issues with drivers being verbally aggressive 
to horse riders in Lovington, telling them get off the roads.   
RESOLVED:  The RoW WG would discuss this and other issues regarding the bridleways with the 
PPLO.  Following a brief discussion, councillors agreed to contribute £70 plus VAT towards training 
the PPLO as part of the “Somerset Strimmer Scheme”. 
 
20/68.   Items for Report and Future Business 

a. Payment of Parochial Church Council Churchyard Maintenance Grants. 
b. The Clerk reported that Cllr Harrison had declared that this would be his last meeting as he 
was unable to continue as a parish councillor.  The Chairman, councillors and Clerk thanked 
Cllr Harrison for his hard work during his term on the PC, especially on issues regarding RoW 
and other matters in South Barrow; he would be missed.  The Clerk agreed to advertise the 
vacancy. 
 

Next meeting: to be held on Tuesday 10th November 2020, 7.15pm (virtual TBC). 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.30pm. 
 
 
…………………………………………………………..  ……………………………….. 
Chairman        Dated 


