
 

 

Cary Moor Parish Council 
Clerk:  Mrs Rebecca Carter, Portman House, North Barrow, Somerset, BA22 7LZ   

Tel: 01963 240226 e-mail:  carymoorclerk@gmail.com       http://www.carymoorpc.org/   
 

“Draft” Minutes of the Parish Council (PC) Ordinary Meeting held in North Barrow Community Hall  
on Tuesday 14th January 2020, commencing at 7.15pm  

 

 Councillors Present: 
 Jim Shannon (Chairman)   Martin Roberts (Vice Chairman)    
 Sydney Francis   David Harrison    
 Mark Main   Ross Perkins     
 Marie-Helene Robinson  Vivien Stanley     
 Andrew Wake 
      
In attendance:  C.Cllr Mike Lewis, D.Cllr Kevin Messenger, the Clerk and eight members of the 
public.  
 

Public Session 
The Chairman advised that residents wishing to comment on planning applications would be 
invited to speak at the relevant agenda item.  No additional comments.     
 
Reports from County and District Councillors 
District and County Councillors may give short verbal reports on matters affecting the Parish. 
C.Cllr Lewis reported on the proposal to disband Somerset County Council (SCC) and the four 
District councils and creating one new Council to deliver all services by forming a Unitary 
Authority. In doing so, it would reduce duplication and end the complications, confusion and 
inefficiencies that inevitably come with two layers of local government. City, Town and Parish 
councils and councillors would remain outside the reorganisation.  He advised that discussions 
would continue and communities consulted by the end of the year.  However, if no changes were 
made, the Government may impose some form of structure on Somerset as had happened with 
Dorset; SCC could not continue in its current form, change was necessary.     
 
Police Report  
Report from the police re crime in the four parishes. 
No report received.  The Clerk agreed to hasten the Police Community Support Officer 
(PCSO). 
 
20/01.  Apologies for Absence and to consider the reasons given 
Council to receive apologies for absence and, if appropriate, to resolve to approve the reasons 
given. 
RESOLVED:  Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Martin Trott.  D.Cllr Henry Hobhouse 
also tendered his apologies.   
 
20/02.  Declarations of Interest 
Members to declare any interests they may have in agenda items that accord with the 
requirements of the Local Authority (Model Code of Conduct) Order 2007 SI No. 1159. 
(NB this does not preclude any later declarations). 
RESOLVED:  The Chairman declared a personal and prejudicial interest in item 20/04.a.i. as 
homeowner of a neighbouring property.     
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20/03.   Minutes 
To approve the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on Tuesday 12th November 2019 and 
Extraordinary Meetings held on Monday 25th November 2019 and Tuesday 3rd December 2019.  
RESOLVED:  The minutes were approved and signed as a true record.  
 
20/04.  Planning 

a.   To consider the following planning applications (PA). 
i. PA 19/03115/HOU.  The erection of side extension to dwelling at The Old Cider 
House, Alford Well Farm Lane, Alford.  (The Chairman left the meeting at 7.22pm and 
the Vice-Chairman took the Chair)  Whilst the PC would consider supporting the 
extension in terms of design, layout and materials used, councillors expressed their 
concerns on the lack of clarity on access and insufficient parking arrangements between 
the above PA and PA 18/02992/FUL for a commercial cattery, which was recently 
approved on appeal.   
The Vice-Chairman invited the Agent, Mrs Lydia Dunne, Whiteacre Planning Ltd. to 
explain the proposed parking and access arrangements.  She confirmed that there would 
be a total of eight car parking spaces: two in front of the proposed extension, two in the 
garage, two in front of the garage and two in the paddock (overflow parking).  Councillors 
believed the parking arrangements to be insufficient when the two applications were 
looked at in tandem.  Effectively there would be more cars than spaces when visitors were 
on site once the cattery was operational.  Neighbouring properties were concerned that 
this would cause cars to park on the tight community access road and park in their own 
spaces.  There had already been an increase in light goods vehicles that were creating 
issues with parking affecting neighbouring properties.   
The proposed extension would block the original access to the cattery from the front of the 
house, which after completion, would mean that anyone parking on the driveway could 
only gain access to the cattery through the ground floor of the house.  The only option to 
prevent this would be to park in the paddock, which was approved as overflow parking not 
as the main carpark and access point.  This would also be more visible to residents.  Mrs 
Dunne confirmed that the Applicant had yet to decide how to take the cats from customers 
to the cattery.   
RESOLVED:  Whilst the PC supports the extension in terms of design, layout and 
materials used, on the basis that the proposed extension would be built on the existing 
access approved on appeal for the commercial cattery and insufficient parking 
arrangements, the PC agreed unanimously to recommend that the application be 
REFUSED.  (The Chairman returned to the meeting at 7.45pm) 
ii.  PA 19/03228/FUL.   The erection of 1 dwelling at The Haven, Lovington Road, 
Lovington.  Following discussions with the Applicant and neighbouring developer, the PC 
were advised that revised plans had been submitted that altered the orientation of the 
proposed dwelling and materials used, which had not yet been received by the PC.  
RESOLVED:  The PC agreed to defer its recommendations until receipt of the amended 
plans.   
iii.  PA 19/03313/S19.  S19 application to vary condition 2 (approved plans) of planning 
approval 18/02147/LBC to amend the design of the outbuilding conversion at Old Farm, 
Sparkford Road, South Barrow.  The PC agreed that the proposal was an attractive, small 
scale amendment to the design of an uncontentious application.  Councillors were 
appreciative that the work carried out to the beautifully restored Old Farm had been 
carried out sensitively and the landscape transformed.  The proposed amendment would 
not alter the footprint of the outbuilding, which was at the rear of the property and not 
overlooked, other than the addition of the storm porch to match the existing on Old Farm.  
RESOLVED:   The PC agreed unanimously to recommend that the application be 
APPROVED without reservation.   

b.  South Somerset District Council (SSDC) Decisions. 



 

 

i. PA 19/02839/HOU.  The erection of single storey front extension to dwelling at 5 
Farthings Paddock, Cary Road, Alford – APPROVED. 
 

20/05.   Finance 
a. Balance of the Councils Bank Account & Bank reconciliation. 

The Clerk previously circulated the PC Accounts.  The Bank statement, cash flow and 
bank reconciliation were available for inspection by Councillors.   
RESOLVED:  The Chairman agreed and signed the bank reconciliation. 
 

b. Payments for Approval: 
To review and approve a schedule of items of expenditure. 

Data protection fee renewal (by direct debit)     £35.00 
 SALC Planning Training 27 Nov 19        £30.00 

Clerk’s Expenses July to November 2019     £14.65 
 RESOLVED:  Approved. 

c. To consider Budget & Precept figures for 2020/2021. 
The Clerk previously distributed the draft precept for 2020/21 with supporting notes, 
Annexes 1 and 2, in which she recommended that the precept was increased from £8,840 
to £10,400.  This would give an increase in the PC’s element of the council tax charge to 
each household of £4.36 per annum, the equivalent of 12.66%.   
RESOLVED:  The proposed budget was adopted unanimously and the precept of £10,400 
was agreed.     

 
20/06.   Outline the Training Courses available including Code of Conduct and encourage 
attendance at these courses for Councillors 
Identify that attendance at the Code of Conduct course would be an excellent precursor to the 
review of the Council’s Code against the updated National Association of Local Councils (NALC) 
May 2018 Code that the PC has scheduled. 
RESOLVED:  The Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Cllrs Main and Francis agreed to attend.  The 
Clerk agreed to ask Cllr Trott if he was available to attend if had not already received the training.   
 
20/07.   SSDC Local Plan Review 
To consider completion of SSDC online survey for the audit of the settlement facilities and 
services within each parish by 14th February 2020 in order to inform SSDC’s evidence base and 
progress the preparation of the Local Plan Review. 
RESOLVED:  Councilors from each parish agreed to liaise in order to compile a list of services for 
each settlement to be sent to the Clerk for her to respond to SSDC prior to 14th February 2020.  
 
20/08.   Cary Moor PC Rights of Way (RoW) Consultation 
The Clerk reported that Cllr Trott had resigned from the WG following discussions with residents 
who perceived a possible conflict of interest given his interest in land around North Barrow that 
contain footpaths. The WG reported that, although the consultation was due to end on 30th 
January 2020, the reporting of RoW defects was ongoing, including their categorisation.  The 
Clerk advised that Mr Norman Howard had offered to volunteer on the WG, which the WG 
gratefully accepted.   
RESOLVED:  WG to compile initial findings for the next PC meeting.  Clerk agreed to forward Mr 
Howard’s contact information to the WG. 
 
20/09.   Cary Moor PC Environment Strategy Working Group (WG) 
Cllr Main reported that, although the WG had been unable to meet, they would continue to collate 
items of interest for consideration and would continue to attempt to meet with D.Cllr Hobhouse in 
order to provide a report for the next meeting.  Due to time restraints, Cllr Main was replaced on 
the WG by the Chairman. 



 

 

RESOLVED:  WG to arrange meeting with D.Cllr Hobhouse. 
 
20/10.   Castle Cary (Dimmer) Recycling Centre 
The Vice Chairman highlighted the following matters arising from the Dimmer Liaison Meeting held 
on 19th December 2019.  Viridor’s main contractor building their Energy Recovery Facility at 
Avonmouth had gone into administration. This had delayed commissioning the Waste Transfer 
Station (WTS) at Dimmer and hence closure of the landfill site. However, Viridor were confident 
such facilities would still be fully operational by 1 April 2020. 
There is an issue with light pollution from Viridor’s facilities at Dimmer adversely affecting dark 
skies in the local area. Although this issue had been raised on more than one occasion at Dimmer 
Liaison meetings, no effective action had been taken. The Vice Chairman suggested that the 
Parish Council therefore raise this matter direct with Viridor. 
RESOLVED: The Clerk write to Viridor accordingly. 
Viridor’s S.73 planning application to lift the planning condition requiring their composting area at 
Dimmer to cease operation once the landfill site closed, is likely to be considered by SCC’s 
Regulation Committee in February or March 2020. Whilst the Parish Council had objected to this 
application, along with neighbouring local councils and many local residents, if, as seemed likely, 
SCC were recommended to approve this application, the Vice-Chairman asked Cllr Mike Lewis 
whether it would be best to suggest now that such consent at least cease at the same time as the 
temporary planning consent for the WTS i.e. 31 December 2030. Given the many changes that 
will be required over the next 10 years if effective action is to be taken to meet the challenges of 
climate change, this would at least allow matters to be reviewed. Cllr Mike Lewis said he had 
suggested to Mickey Greene, MD of the Somerset Waste Partnership, that the composting area 
be moved to Evercreech Junction once Suez took over the Waste Collection Contract. He had 
been promised a written response. In the circumstances Cllr Mike Lewis thought it best that the 
Parish Council raise this issue once the Planning Officer’s Report to the Regulation Committee 
had been published. 
RESOLVED:  The Parish Council to act in line with Cllr Mike Lewis’ advice.  
 
20/11.  B3153 Traffic WG Report 
The Chairman reported that the latest version of the MNY Consultants Transport Report has now 
been completed and is available on the Cary Moor Parish Council website. The current version 
was produced for ease of use by a wider group of stakeholders but also enables other villages 
along the road to develop Annexes specific to their village. 
The WG recently had a success in getting County Highways to recognise that the Dimmer Lane 
junction was becoming dangerous and to look at actions that may be needed to reduce the risk of 
future accidents occurring.  This was helped significantly by being able to demonstrate from the 
Traffic reporting scheme on the Castle Cary website that there had been seven accidents at this 
junction in a period of fourteen months. The WG agreed that it might be timely to remind local 
residents of this initiative and took actions to put articles in the various local magazines. 
The WG’s current push is to re-introduce Speed Indicator Devices along the B3153 and, although 
this activity had stalled somewhat due to administrative issues, they were now beginning to see 
the light of day and it is now a priority for the group. 
RESOLVED:  The Clerk to remind residents via the Six Pilgrims magazine to report details of any 
accidents, incidents or near misses via the Castle Cary Town Website or direct to 
B3153reports@castle-cary.co.uk.   
 
20/12.   Items for Report and Future Business 
Cllr Perkins reported that South Barrow Recreational Trust had enquired whether the PC could 
help with the maintenance of the South Barrow playing field by contributing towards the 
replacement of the basketball court backboard and hoops at an approx. cost of £355.  The Clerk 
advised that the PC had received funds from Community Infrastructure Levies (CIL), which can be 
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used for projects such as sporting and recreational facilities and would include this item on the 
agenda for the next meeting.  

  
Next meetings: Ordinary Meeting to be held on Tuesday 10th March 2020, 7.15pm in North 
Barrow Village Hall.  An Extraordinary meeting would be held, if necessary, on 11th February 2020 
to consider any planning applications received. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.50pm. 
 
 
 
 
Signed:  …………………………………………  Dated:  ……………………………… 


